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Krtaty D Clark
General Attorney

BN8F Railway Company
PO Box 961039
Fort Worth. TX 76161

2500 Lou Menk Drive - AOB-3
Fort Worth. TX 76131-2826

817-352-3394
617-352-2397 fax

KnstyC1art<GBNSFcom

September 5,2008

Ms. Anne K. Quinlan, Acting Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street S.W.
Washington, DC 20423-0001

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 463X)
BNSF Railway Company Abandonment Exemption in King County, Washington

Dear Ms. Quinlan.

Enclosed for filing in STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 463X) are the original and ten copies of BNSF
Rail way Company's Notice of Exemption under 49 CFR. § 1152.50

Also enclosed is a check in the amount of $3,700.00 for the filing fee

Sincerely,

Knsty D Clark
General Attorney

Enclosures: As stated
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BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY )

ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION )

IN KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON )

DOCKET NO. AB-6

(SUB-NO. 463X)

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

^Sr

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 Lou Menk Drive
PO. Box 96157
Fort Worth, TX 76161-0057

Kristy D. Clark
General Attorney
BNSF Railway Company
2500 Lou Menk Drive, AOB-3
Fort Worth, Texas 76131

Dated: September 5,2008
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BEFORE THE

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY )

ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION ) DOCKET NO. AB-6

IN KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON ) (SUB-NO. 463X)

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF"') files this Verified Notice of Exemption pursuant to

the class exemption at 49 C F R § 1152.50 to abandon the 7.30-mile rail line located between

milepost 0.00 and milepost 7 30 in King County, Washington (the "Line").

1. Proposed consummation date.

The proposed consummation date is November 5, 2008.

2. Certification required by 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b).

The required certification is attached hereto as Exhibit A

3. Information required by 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(l) through (4), (7) and (S) and

(a) General.

(1) Exact name of applicant.

BNSF Railway Company
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(2) Whether applicant is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49
U.S.C. Subtitle IV, Chapter 105.

BNSF is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U.S.C. Subtitle

IV, Chapter 105

(3) Relief sought.

BNSF seeks to use the class exemption at 49 C.F.R. § 1152 50 to

abandon the 7 30-mile rail line located between milepost 0.00 at

Woodinville and milepost 7.30 at Redmond, in King County,

Washington There has been no local freight rail traffic on the

Line in over two years and all overhead traffic can be rerouted.

(4) Map.

A map of the Line is attached as Exhibit B

(7) Name, title and address of representative of applicant to whom
correspondence should be sent.

Knsty Clark
General Attorney
BNSF Railway Company
2500 Lou Menk Drive, AOB-3
Fort Worth, TX 76131

(8) List of all United States Postal Service ZIP codes that the line
proposed for abandonment traverses.

The Line traverses ZIP codes: 98011.98034,98052 and 98072.

(e) Rural and community impact.

(4) Statement of whether the properties proposed to be abandoned
are appropriate for use for other public purposes, including
roads and highways, other forms of mass transportation,
conservation, energy production or transmission, or recreation.
If the applicant is aware of any restriction on the title to the
property, including any reversionary interest, which would affect
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the transfer of title or the use of property for other than rail
purposes, this shall be disclosed.

The Line traverses predominantly suburban/urban areas with more

than adequate road and highway networks, therefore, there is little

or no likelihood that the rail corridor is needed for transit purposes.

However, the right-of-way is suitable for recreational trails.

Some of the property underlying the right-of-way is reversionary,

which would affect the transfer of the property for other than rail

or rail-banking purposes.
N

4. The level of labor protection.

The interests of railroad employees who may be adversely affected by the

proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor protective conditions in

Oregon Short Line R Co -Abandonment - Goshen, 3601 C.C. 91 (1979).

5. Certification.

Certificates of compliance with the notice requirements of 49 C.F.R §§

1152.50(d)(l) and 1105.11 are attached as Exhibit C.

6. Environmental Report.

The Environmental Report containing information required by 49 C.F. R. §

1105.7(e) is attached hereto as Exhibit D. Based on information in our possession, the

Line does not contain federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in BNSF's

possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.
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7. Historic Report.

The Historic Report containing information required by 49 C.F.R. § 1105 8 is

attached hereto as Exhibit E.

Dated: September 5,2008

Respectfully submitted,

KRISTY
General Attorney
BNSF Railway Company
2500 Lou Menk Drive, AOB-3
Fort Worth, Texas 76131
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EXHIBIT A

VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS

CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 1152.500)1

STATE OF TEXAS )

) ss.

TARRANT COUNTY )

T, Susan Odom, being duly sworn depose and state that I am Manager Network Strategy

for BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF"), that I am authorized to make this verification and that I

have read the foregoing Notice of Exemption and know the facts asserted therein are true and

accurate as stated to the best of my knowledge, information and belief

I hereby certify that no local traffic has been handled to or from any customer over the

rail line located between milepost 0.00 in Woodmville and milepost 7.30 in Redmond, in King

County, Washington ("the Line") for at least two (2) years prior to the date hereof and all

overhead traffic can be rerouted. Further, no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on

the Line (or a State or local government entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation

of service over the Line cither is pending with the Surface Transportation Board or any U S

District Court or has been decided in favor of a complainant within the two-year period

STB Docket No AB-6(Sub No 463JS)



The foregoing certification is made on behalf of BNSF by the undersigned after due and

careful investigation of the matters herein certified and based on the best of the knowledge,

information and belief of the undersigned

SusaJrCfdom
Manager Network Strategy

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this jT* day of September, 2008

My Commission Expires. '/ of £&/&

Notary Public

^7^\
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EXHIBIT B

Redmond Spur
UDR Cnoly,

SIB Docket No.
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EXHIBIT C

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152 50(d)(l), the undersigned hereby certifies that notice of the
proposed abandonment in STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 463X) was mailed via first class mail
on August 22,2008, to the following parties.

State Public Service Commission

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission
PO Box 47250
Olympia, WA 98504

Military Traffic Management Command

Military Traffic Management Control
ATTN: Railroads for National Defense
720 Thimble Shoals Blvd., #130
Newport News, VA 23606-2574

National Park Service

U S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Recreation Resources Assistance Division
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240-0001

U.S. Department of Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Chief of the Forest Service
4th Floor N.W., Yates Building
201 14th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20250

Dated: September 5,2008

Kris
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CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

The undersigned hereby certifies that notice of the proposed abandonment in STB Docket
No AB-6 (Sub-No. 463X) was published on August 24, 2008, in the The Seattle Times, a legal
newspaper published daily m King and Snohomish counties, Washington as required by 49
C.FR §1105.12

Dated September 5, 2008

Kri
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REPRESENTING THE $rattlriposf-Jntelligcnrrr
PO Box 70, Seattle, WA 98111

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
John Sims
2500 LOU MENK DRIVE
FORT WORTH, TX 761312828

Re Advertiser Account #9813016
Ad# 771524000

Affidavit of Publication

3952403/1

STATE OF WASHINGTON
Counties of King and Snohomish

The undersigned, on oath states that he/she is an authorized representative of The Seattle Times Company, publisher of
The Seattle Times and representing the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, separate newspapers of general circulation published
daily in King and Snohomish Counties, State of Washington The Seattle Times and the Seattle Post-Intelligencer have
been approved as legal newspapers by orders of the Superior Court of King and Snohomish Counties

The notice, in the exact form annexed, was published in the regular and entire issue of said paper or papers and
distributed to its subscribers during all of the said penod

The Seattle Times 08/24/08

Debbie Collantes
Signature

Subscribed and sworn to before me on
(DATI

doo?

OTARY SIGNATURE) Notary PubitWin and for the State of Washington, residing at Seattle



QDt)e Seattle Slmes
REPRESENTING THE

Re Advertiser Account #9813016

Ad TEXTlNOTKE OF INTENT

Ad # 771 524000

BNSF Railway Company
rBNSF') gives notice that
on or about September 2,2008
It Intends to fib
with the Surface Transportation
Board ("Board")
a notice of exemption under 49
CFR|1152 Subpart
F-£Mmpt Abandonments
permitting the
abandonment of a 7 30-mile line
of railroad
between railroad mllepoBt 0 00.
alWoodlnvlUe.
Washington and railroad
mllapost730at
Redmond, Washington (the
"Line") The Line
travaran through United Stataa
Postal Service
ZIP Codea 98011,98034.98052
and M072 In King
County, Washington The
proceeding will be
docketed as No AS-0 (Sub*
No 463X)

The Board1! Section of
Environmental Analysis
(SEA) will generally prepare an
Environmental
Assessment (EA), which will
normally be
available 25 days after the filing
of the notice
of exemption Comments on
environmental and
energy matters should be filed
no later than 15
days after the EA becomes
available to the
public and will be addressed In
a Board
decision Interested persons
may obtain a copy
of the EA or make Inquiries
regarding
environmental matters by
contacting SEA

Questions regarding offers of
financial assistance, public use
or trails use
may be directed to the Board's
Office of
Congressional and Public
Services Appropriate
offers of financial assistance to
continue rail
service and request*

for environmental
conditions, public use
conditions or rail
banking/trails use can be fOed
with the Board
An original and ten copies of
any pleading that
raises matters other than
environmental Issues
must be filed directly with the
Board's Office
of the Secretary An additional
copy must be
served on BNSF Copies of any
comments or
requests for conditions should
also be served on
BNSF

Contact Information
BNSF Railway Company
Attn Kristy Clark
PO Box 96157
Fort Worth. TX 76161-0057

Surface Transportation Board
Section of Environmental
Analysis
305 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423
Telephone 202-245-0291

Surface Transportation Board
Office of the Secretary
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423

Surface Transportation Board
Office of Congressional and
Public Services
Telephone 202-245-0230
E-mail
Congressional Public Services
Qslb dot gov



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C F.R. § 1105 7 and 1105 8, the undersigned hereby
certifies that copies of the foregoing Environmental and Historic Reports were mailed via first
class mail on August 11, 2008 lo the following agencies.

Russell Holler
Dept. of Archaeology and Historic
Preservation
1063 S. Capitol Way, Suite 106
Olympia, WA 98501

Larry Cosset, Chair
Growth Mgmt & Nat. Resources Committee
Metropolitan King County Council
516 Third Avenue, Room 1200
Seattle, WA 98104

Tom Sibley
National Marine Fisheries Service
7600 Sand Point Way NE
Seattle, WA 98115-0070

NOAA
National Geodetic Survey
VIA E-Mail. NGS InfoCenter@noaa.gov

Charles Natsuhara, Area Soil Scientist
Natural Resource Conservation Service
1011 East Mam, Suite 106
Puyallup,WA 98372

Jim Green
Seattle District Corps of Engineers
P.O Box 3755
Seattle, Washington 98124-3755

Loree' Randall
Shore Lands & Coastal Zone Mgmt.
PO Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Clifford J Villa, Assistant Regional Counsel
U.S. EPA, Region 10
1200 Sixth Avenue
Seattle, WA 98101

Karen Myers, Fish and Wildlife Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Western WA Fish and Wildlife Office
510 Desmond Drive SE
Lacey, WA 98503

Gregory F Gress, Chief
Pacific Land Resources Program Center
U.S. National Park Service,
Pacific West Region
1111 Jackson Street, Suite 700
Oakland, CA 94607

Gerald Shervey, PE
Washington Department of Ecology
NW Regional Office
3190 160th Avenue SE
Bellevue, WA 98008-5452

Larry Fisher, Area Habitat Biologist
Washington Dcpt. of Fish & Wildlife
16018 Mill Creek Boulevard
Mill Creek, WA 98012

Washington Utilities and Transportation
Commission
PO Box 47250
Olympia, WA 98504

Kristy Clark, General Attorn
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EXHIBIT D

[Environmental Report follows]
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BEFORE THE

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY )

ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION ) DOCKET NO. AB-6

IN KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON ) (SUB-NO. 463X)

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 Lou Menk Drive
P.O Box 96157
Fort Worth, TX 76161 -0057

Kristy D. Clark
General Attorney
BNSF Railway Company
2500 Lou Menk Drive, AOB-3
Fort Worth, Texas 76131

Service Date: August 11,2008



ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

f49C.F.R. 8 1105.7)

(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed
action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") proposes to abandon the 7.30-mile rail line located

between Milepost 0.00, at Woodinville, and Milepost 7 30, at Redmond, in King County,

Washington (the "Line") A map of the project area is attached as Exhibit A

There has been no local freight traffic on the Line for more than two years. The Spirit of

Washington dinner train, however, has operated over a portion of the Line between

Milepost 0.00 and Milepost 1.86 at the Columbia Winery until discontinuing service in

early 2008

The Line will not be salvaged The Port of Seattle ("Port") intends to purchase the Line

from BNSF with track and structures intact Possible future uses include trail use and

commuter rail service. To the best of BNSF1 s knowledge, the Port intends to allow King

County, Washington to railbank the Line and the Port will determine the Line's ultimate

use after seeking input from the public. In addition, the city of Redmond, Washington

has an interest in acquiring a portion of the Line to tie into their existing trail system.

(2) Transportation System Describe the effect of the proposed action on regional
or local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger
or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of
the proposed action.

There will be no passenger or freight traffic diverted to other transportation systems as a
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result of the proposed abandonment. There has been no local freight traffic over the Line

for more than two years and the Spirit of Washington has ceased its operations in the

area. The Line is stub-ended and not capable of handling overhead traffic.

(3) Land Use

(i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies
and/or review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies,
state whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans.
Describe any inconsistencies.

The proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans The real and

personal property will be sold to the Port. The Port has entered into a purchase

and sale agreement with BNSF for the Line dated March 12, 2008 and King

County intends to rail bank the Line for inclusion in its trail program as stated

above The BNSF Rail Corridor Preservation Study, a publication in the public

domain prepared by Puget Sound Regional Council, supports retaining the BNSF

corridor.

BNSF contacted the Metropolitan King County Council concerning the proposed

abandonment on May 29, 2008 (see our letter to Metropolitan King County

Council, attached hereto as Exhibit B) As of the date of this Environmental

Report, the Metropolitan King County Council has not responded directly to our

inquiry

On July 2, 2008, BNSF spoke with Craig Larsen, the city of Redmond's Director

of Parks and Recreation, who stated the city was prepared to purchase at least one

mile of the corridor from the Port as soon as the Port's purchase with BNSF is

closed. Larsen further stated that it is the city's intent to use the Line to extend
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their existing trail system further north.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the
effect of the proposed action on any prime agriculture land.

Charles Natsuhara, Area Resource Soil Scientist for the Natural Resources

Conservation Service, stated in his January 31, 2008 letter (copy attached hereto

as Exhibit C), "the proposed abandonment will have no effect on any prime

agricultural, or other important farmlands "

(Hi) If any action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone,
include the coastal zone Information required by § 1105.9.

The proposed abandonment is located within a designated coastal zone Loree

Randall, Federal Permit Unit, Shorelands and Environmental Assistance Program,

Washington Department of Ecology, stated in an e-mail dated June 19, 2008

(copy attached hereto as Exhibit D) "I would agree that at this time CZM review

is not required However if the Port of Seattle in future plan on conducting any

improvements for a commuter rail they will need to go through the CZM review

process".

(iv) Jf the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-
of-way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 and
explain why.

The right-of-way is suitable for use as a trail King County intends to railbank the

Line for inclusion in its trail program. The city of Redmond is also interested in

trailing a portion of the Line.

(4) Enerev

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy
resources.
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The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of energy

resources

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.

The proposed abandonment will not adversely affect movement or recovery of

recyclable commodities.

(in) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease
in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

The proposed action will have no effect on overall energy efficiency as no local

traffic has been handled on the Line for at least two years and the Line is not

capable of handling overhead traffic Also, the Spirit of Washington dinner tram

ceased operations in the area.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage
of more than:

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in the energy
consumption and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the
figure given.

The proposed abandonment will not result in a diversion of rail to motor

carriage.

(5) Air

(I) If the proposed action will result In either:

(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any
segment of the line affected by the proposal, or

(B) an Increase In rail yard activity of at least 200 percent (measured by
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carload activity), or

(C) an average Increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment,
quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions.

The proposed action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified

thresholds for increased rail or truck traffic as outlined in (i) (A), (B) or

(C) above.

(it) If the proposed action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the
Clean Air Act, and will result in either:

(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in
gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on
any segment of rail line,

(B) an increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured
by carload activity), or

(C) an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of
the average dally traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment,
then state whether any expected increased emissions are within the
parameters established by State Implementation Plan. However, for a
rail construction under 49 U.S.C. § 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 20505) or a
case Involving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned
line, only the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply.

The proposed action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified

thresholds in (n) (A), (B) or (C) above.

(Hi) If the transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen
oxide and Freon) is contemplated, identify; the materials and quantity; the
frequency of service; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the
applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and
spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an
accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or
derailment.

The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone depleting

materials
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(6) Noise If any of the thresholds identified in Item (5) (I) of this section are
surpassed, state whether the proposed action will cause:

(i) an incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or

(II) an Increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so, identify
sensitive receptors (e.g. schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement
communities and nursing homes) in the project area and quantify the noise
increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

Not applicable

(7) Safety

(i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety
(including vehicle delay time at railroad crossings).

This abandonment should have no adverse effect on health or public safety

There are 11 public at-grade crossings and one public railroad over-crossing on

the Line. No salvage is currently contemplated so all crossing signals and signs

will remain in place

(ii) Jf hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the

materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being

transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds;

safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record

(to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the

contingency plans to deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of and

accidental release of hazardous materials.

The abandonment will not result in the transportation of hazardous materials

(iii) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have
been known hazardous material spills on the right-of-way, identify the location
of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved.
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There are no known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known

hazardous material spills on the right-of-way

(8) Biological Resources

(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state
whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or
threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe
the effects.

Karen Myers, Fish and Wildlife Biologist at the U S Fish and Wildlife Service,

recommended in a January 14, 2008 phone conversation with BNSF that BNSF

download relevant lists from applicable web sites (including the web site for the

State of Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife ("WDFW")) to determine

what, if any, species are present in the proposed project impact area. In a June 10,

2008 letter from WDFW, Area Habitat Biologist Larry Fisher (copy attached

hereto as Exhibit E) stated he "has reviewed the action and determined that

effects on endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical

habitat would not be expected as a result of this action"

(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

There are no known wildlife sanctuaries or refuges located within the proposed

project impact area Gregory Cress, Chief, Pacific Land Resources Program

Center, Pacific West Region of the National Park Service stated in his letter dated

January 25,2008 (copy attached hereto as Exhibit F). "there are no National Park

Service Units within the proposed project impact area."

(9) Water
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(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether
the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water
quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

In an e-mail dated June 16, 2008, Gerald Shervey, PE, Washington Department of

Ecology Northwest Regional Office (copy attached hereto as Exhibit G), stated*

"The project description in your letter says no rail, ties, or other track structures

will be removed. If no construction occurs, then no permit under Section 402 of

the Clean Water Act is needed No impacts on water quality is involved if no

construction."

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C § 1344)
are required for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or
100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects.

James D Green, Project Manager, Regulatory Branch Seattle District, U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers, stated in an e-mail dated January 16, 2008 (copy attached

hereto as Exhibit H) that a Corps permit is required for any work in a navigable

water of the United States and for placement of fill materials into wetlands. Mr.

Green also stated that, based on his personal knowledge of the project area, there

are wetlands and floodplains along the entire project corridor.

Even though there may be wetlands and floodplains in the proposed project

impact area, there will be no work in a navigable water of the United States and

no placement of fill materials into wetlands because no salvage work will be

performed as a part of the proposed abandonment

(Hi) State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state environmental
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protection or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether such permits are
required).

Clifford J. Villa, Assistant Regional Counsel, United States Environmental

Protection Agency Region 10, stated in a letter dated June 6, 2008 (copy attached

hereto as Exhibit I) "If the proposed actions merely entail the abandonment or

railbankmg and transfer of the railroad nghts-of-way, and no discharge of

pollutants will occur, EPA agrees that no permits under the Clean Water Act

(CWA) should be required " As previously stated, the Line will not be salvaged.

The Port intends to purchase the Line from BNSF with track and structures intact.

The proposed action is, therefore, consistent with applicable Federal, State and

local water quality standards

(10) Proposed Mitigation. Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate
adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

BNSF does not expect any adverse environmental impact from the proposed

abandonment and, therefore, sees no need for any mitigating actions. BNSF will, of

course, consult (as required) with any recipients of this Environmental Report regarding

appropriate mitigation actions and will comply with those mitigation actions required by

the Board.
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EXHIBIT A
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EXHIBIT B

BNSF Network Devotoprrwit Fort Worth, T«XM 76131

tel 817-352-6432
fix 617-362-7164

emiri susan odomQbiuf com

February 22, 2008

Larry Gosset
Chair, Growth Management and Natural Resources Committee
Metropolitan King County Council
516 Third Avenue, Room 1200
Seattle, WA 981 04

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 463X) - Abandonment Exemption
Milepost 0.00 to Mllepost 7.30 on BNSF Railway Company's Isaaquah Spur
(a.k.a. Redmond Spur) in King County, WA

Dear Mr Gosset

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates filing a Petition for Exemption seeking
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above-referenced docket to
abandon 7 30 miles of railroad line between Milepost 0 00 and Milepost 7 30 on BNSF's
Redmond Spur, in King County, Washington

As part of the environmental report, BNSF is required to contact your committee to
determine if the proposed abandonment is consistent with existing land use plans If
applicable, please describe any inconsistencies

Please note that no rail, ties or other track structures will be removed or relocated
In the course of this abandonment.

Your assessment and comments are respectfully requested For your reference a map
of the subject railroad line is attached Please provide your response to me at the
address above, if at all possible, by June 15, 2008 You may contact me by e-mail or
phone with any questions or concerns Thank you in advance for your time and
contribution

Sincerely,

Susan L Odom
Manager Network Strategy

Enclosure as stated

cc Karl Morell - Ball Janik LLP - kmorell@billp com
Knsty Clark - BNSF Law - knstv clarkflibnsf com
Jerry Johnson - BNSF - lerome lohnsonfgibnsf com



United Sta EXHIBIT C * Agriculture

&NRCS
Natural Resources Conservation Service
1011 East Main. Suite 106
Puyallup.WA 96372
(253)845-9272, Fax (253) 445-9934

January 30,2008

Susan L. Odom
Manager Network Strategy
BNSF Railway Company
2500 Lou Menk Drive - AOB-3
Fort Worth. TX 76131

Re- STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 463X) - Abandonment Exemption
Milepost 1.86 to Milepost 7.30 on BNSF Railway Company's
Issaquah Spur in King County, WA

Dear Ms Odom

I have reviewed the area of the proposed railroad line abandonment Since the
proposed abandonment will be limited to the railroad right of way and no lands outside
of the right of way will be impacted, the proposed abandonment will have no effect on
any prime agricultural, or other important farmlands.

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Respectfully.

Charles Natsuhara
Area Resource Soil Scientist

The Natural Resources Conservation Seivice piovides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment

An Equal Opportunity Provider attd Employer



EXHIBIT D

Odom, Susan

From: Randall. Loree1 (ECY) pora461@ECY WA GOV]

Sent: Thursday, June 19,2008 10 45 AM

To: Odom, Susan

Cc: Sims. John A. Moore. Jessica (ECY)

Subject: RE Washington State Railroad Abandonments (AB-6 Sub Nos 463X, 464X and 465X)

1 would agree that at this time CZM review is not required However if the Port of Seattle in future plan on
conducting any improvements for a commuter rail they will need to go through the CZM review process Let
me know if you have any more questions

Lores' Randall
Department of Ecology
360/407-6068 '

From: Odom, Susan [mailto:Susan.Odom@BNSF.com]
Sent: Tuesday, June 17, 2008 1:49 PM
To: Randall, Loree1 (ECY)
Cc Sims, John A
Subject FW: Washington State Railroad Abandonments (AB-6 Sub Nos. 463X, 464X and 465X)

Loree
BNSF will be filing with the Surface Transportation Board requests to abandon three sections of railroad lines in King
County - Milepost 0 0 to 7 3 on BNSF's Redmond Spur, Milepost 5 00 to 10 60 in BNSF's Woodinville Subdivision, and
Milepost 11 25 to 23 80 on BNSF's Woodinville Subdivision In all three situations, there will be no salvage activity along
any of the three lines The track and track structures will be left intact The land and track will be sold to the Port of
Seattle for possible future commuter rail use The purpose of the abandonment is to cancel our common earner obligation
to provide freight rail service

Consequently, BNSF would like to verify that the projects as descnbed are exempt from Washington CZMA's consistency
requirements Please concur by return e-mail for use in our filing with the STB
Thank you for your help

Susan Odom
Manager Network Strategy
BNSF Railway Company
817-352-6432 phone..-

77ns message way be confidential and should be read or retained only be the intended recipient. If yon lutve received this
transmission in error, please immediately notify the bender In/ replying to this message and tlien delete it from yonr
system, 'fliniikyou.

From: Moore, Jessica (ECY) [mailto:jemo461@ECY.WA.GOV]
Sent: Friday, June 13, 2008 5:45 PM
To: Odom, Susan
Subject: Washington State Railroad Abandonments

Ms Odom,

I have received your request for comments regarding the abandonment of three railroad lines

6/25/2008



EXHIBIT E

State of Washington
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

Mailing Address 16018 Mill Creek Boulevard = Mill Creek. WA 98012
(425) 775-1311 = Fax (425) 379-2323

June 10,2008

BNSF Railway Company
ATTENTION: Susan LOdom
Manager Network Strategy
2500 Lou Menk Drive -AOB-3orth, Suite 101
Fort Worth, Texas 76131

Dear Ms. Odom:

SUBJECT: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-Nos. 463X, 464X, and 465X),
Proposed Abandonment Exemptions in King County, Washington

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) has reviewed the above-
referenced action and determined that effects on endangered or threatened species or
areas designated as a critical habitat would not be expected as a result of this action.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide tins information. If there are any questions
regarding this letter, I may be contacted at 425-313-5683 or fisheldftSidfly.wa gov

i
WDFW appreciates your collaboration in our efforts to preserve, perpetuate, and manage
the fish and wildlife icsourccs of the state of Washington.

Sincerely,

Larry Fisher
Area Habitat Biologist

LFlfBNSFRdoc



EXHIBIT F

United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Pacific West Region
1111 Jackson Street, Suite 700

Oakland, California 94607-4807

INKLPLYRL1LK1O

L1425(PWR-LP)
General

January 25.2008

Susan Odom
Manager Network Strategy
BNSF Network Development
BNSF Railway Company
2500 Lou Menk Drive -AOB-3
Forth Worth, Texas 76131

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 463X) Abandonment Exemption
Mllepost 1.86 to Milepost 7.30 on BNSF Railway Company's Issaquah Spur In King
County, WA

\
Dear Ms. Odom

Based on the map that your office sent to us on January 8,2008, depicting the two mileposts in

the area of Issaquah Spur located in King County, State of Washington, there are no National

Park Service Units within the proposed project impact area If you have any further questions

regarding this matter, please-contact me at (510) 817-1414.

tcerely, /

'F. Gress
Chief. Pacific Land Resources Program Center
Pacific West Region

TAKE



EXHIBIT G
Odom, Susan

From: Sims. John A
Sent: Tuesday. June 17.2008 7 52 AM
To: Odom, Susan
Subject: FW STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub-No 463X) - Abandonment Exemption in King County. WA

Original Message
From- Shervey, Jerry (ECY) [mailto-GSHE4Cl@ECY.WA.GOV]
Sent. Monday, June 16, 2008 7*32 PM
To: Sims, John A
Subject: RE: STB Docket No. AD-6 (Sub-No 463XJ - Abandonment Exemption in King County, WA

The project description in your letter says no rail, ties, or other track structures will
be removed. If no construction occurs, then no permit under Section 402 of the Clean
Water Act is needed. No impacts on water quality is involved if no construction

Please call or write if you need additional information. Thank you.

Gerald Shervey, PE
Washington Department of Ecology
NW Regional Office
3190 160th Ave SE
Bellevue, WA 98008-5452
gshc4618ecy wa gov
voice (425) 649-7293 Cel 2C6 799 2329 fax (425)649-7098
work hours: 8:00 am to 5:30 pm Monday-Thursday, alternate Fridays off

-----Original Message
From: Sims, John A [mailto:John.Sims@bnsf.com]
Sent: Thursday, June 12, 2008 12:38 PM
To: Shervey, Jerry (ECYJ
Cc: Odom, Susan; Sims, John A
Subject: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 463X) - Abandonment Exenption in King County, WA

Mr. Shervey,
See attached letter regarding the above-referenced matter I am assisting Susar Odom.
I 3ust wanted to know when we -could expect your reply so that we could include it as an
exhibit to the environmental report that is being prepared at this time
Thank you for your attention in this matter.
Sincerely,
John Sims, Paralegal
BNSF - Law Department
2500 Lou Menk Dr, 3rd PI
Fort Worth, TX 76131-282G
(817) 352-2376

—Original Message
From: Sims, John A
Sent. Thursday, June 12, 2008 2-75 PM
To* Sims, John A
Subject:

GlobalScan document sent from b802894.



EXHIBIT H

Odom, Susan

From: Green. James 0 NWS [James D Green@usace army mil]
Sent: Wednesday. January 16. 20081 04 PM

To: Odom. Susan

Subject: FW STB Docket No AB-6

Susan The below message is applicable from Milepost 1 86 to Milepost 7 3 of the Issaquah Spur However, the same
applies for work from Milepost 5.00 to 10 60 and Milepost 11 25 to Milepost 23 90 Jim Green

From: Green, James D NWS
Sent: Wednesday, January 16,20QB10 57 AM
Tm "susan odomQbnsT anrf
Subjocto STB Docket No AB-6

Susan Thank you for your letter dated 8 January 2008 A Corps permit is required for any work in a navigable water of
the U S I note the railine crosses the Sammamish River which is a navigable water so if any work will affect this nver. a
Department of the Army permit will be required under Section 10 of the River and Harbors Act and possibly Section 404 of
the Clean Water Act Also, the placement of fill materials into wetlands would require a Section 404 permit

Based on my knowledge of the project area, there are wetlands and floodplams along the entire project corridor
However, the Corps does not provide the kind of services you requested It is incumbent upon you to hire a consultant to
determine the extent of wetlands and floodplams in the project comdor and whether or not these resources will be
impacted by your proposed work If so. you must submit a permit application for processing

Jim Green, Project Manager
Regulatory Branch, Seattle District
(206) 764-6906

5/29/2008



EXHIBIT

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTALPROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 10

1^00 f.ixlh/wt.rLii.'
SuLiM'c.WA 90101

J

I
June 6,2008 j

Reply To |
AUnOf ORC-158 :

Susan Odom v
BNSF Railway Company |
2500 Lou Menk Dnve, AOB-3
Fort Worth, TX 76131 i

f i

Dear Ms Odom: , <f

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No 463X) Issaquah Spur, King County, WA f
STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 464X) Woodmville Subdivision, King County, WA ?
STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No 465X) Woodmville Subdivision, King County, WA [

Dear Ms. Odom •
r

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed your letters to me dated >
January 8, and May 30,2008, concerning the three abandonment proceedings referenced above ^
These proposed abandonments concern three segments of Burlington-Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) \
Railway lines within King County, WA, east of Seattle. In your letters, you requested ,!

information on whether or not the proposed abandonment of these BNSF lines would be \
consistent with applicable water quality standards and whether or not any permits would be \
required under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act. '

If the proposed actions merely entail the abandonment or railbanking and transfer of the railroad
nghts-of-way, and no discharge of pollutants will occur, EPA agrees that no permits under the •
Clean Water Act (CWA) should be required. If, however, any proposed action also entails
railroad salvage activities, such as the removal of ties and tracks for any purpose, then CWA j.
requirements may be imp! icated for that action In particular, if salvage activities involve
construction activity (meaning clearing, grading or excavation) that will disturb more than one ?
acre of land, such activity must comply with requirements for obtaining a permit under the CWA
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) to prevent or minimize the discharge *
of pollutants in storm water runoff from the disturbed areas to waters of the United States Please
note that areas used for support activities related to the project (e g., equipment staging yards and
material storage areas) must be considered as part of the construction activity, and included in the
calculation of total disturbed area. '*

EPA acknowledges BNSF's estimate that none of the three proposed abandonments ore
expected to disturb more than one acre of land. Confirmation of these estimates will hkcly fall to
the Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology), to which the NPDES program has been



delegated in this state. Ecology issues NPDES permits for stormwater discharges from
construction activities in the State of Washington through its Construction Stormwater General
Permit. Information about this NPDES permit is available through the Ecology website at
http://www.ecv.wa gov/nrogramsAvo/stormwater/construcu'on/. For activities occurring within
King County, WA, you may also contact Elaine Worthen of Ecology directly at (360) 407-7229
or ewor461 f5?ecv.wn gov

If you or your staff have any general questions for EPA about storm water permitting
requirements, please contact Dick Helherington, Construction Storm Water Program
Coordinator, at (206)553-1941 or lietherinpton.dickfiaepa gov Legal questions may be directed
to me at (206) 553-1185

Sincerely,

Clifford J. Villa
Assistant Regional Counsel



EXHIBIT J

BNSF NetworK Development Fort Worth Texis76131

tfll 817-352-6432
fox 817-352-7154

May 30 2008 amail luianodomObnsfcom

Charles Natsuhara
Area Soil Scientist
Natural Resource Conservation Service
1011 East Mam, Suite 106
Puyallup.WA 98372

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 463X) - Abandonment Exemption
Milepost 0.00 to Milepost 7 30 on BNSF Railway Company's Issaquah Spur (a k a.
Redmond Spur) In King County, WA

Dear Mr Natsuhara

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") notified Natural Resource Conservation Service by letter
dated January 8,2008 of its intent to file a Notice of Exemption seeking Surface Transportation
Board ("STB") authority in the above-referenced docket to abandon a portion of its Issaquah
(Redmond) Spur, m King County, Washington We thank you for your reply dated January 30,
2008 (copy attached)

This letter is written to inform you of two significant changes regarding the abandonment filing as
stated in the January 8 letter

1 The limits of the abandonment have been extended to IMP 0 00 to MP 7.30, inclusive
2 As originally planned the proposed abandonment was to include the removal of rails

and ties The future buyer's plans have changed and there will be no rail, ties or
other track structures removed or relocated in the course of this abandonment

A map of the new subject area is attached for your reference to determine if the proposed
abandonment will have any effect on prime agricultural lands

Please provide to me, at your earliest convenience, any revisions to your former assessment at
the address above Thank you again for your time and contribution

Respectfully,

Susan L Odom
Manager Network Strategy

Attachments as stated

CC Karl Morell - Ball Janik LLP - kmorell(3ibillp com
Knsty Clark - BNSF - knstv clark@bnsf com
Jerry Johnson - BNSF - lerome lohnsoniaibnsf com



BNSF Network Development Fort Worth. Tens 78131

tri 817-352-6432
tax 817-352-7154

May 30 2008 email luunodomQbnBf com

Jim Green
Seattle District Corps of Engineers
PO Box 3755
Seattle, Washington 98124-3755

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 463X) - Abandonment Exemption
Mllepost 0.00 to Mllepost 7.30 on BNSF Railway Company's Issaquah Spur (a.k.a.
Redmond Spur) In King County, WA

Dear Mr Green

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") notified Seattle Distnct Corps of Engineers by letter dated
January 8,2008 of its intent to file a Notice of Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board
("STB") authority in the above-referenced docket to abandon a portion of its Issaquah (Redmond)
Spur, in King County, Washington We thank you for your reply dated January 16, 2008 (copy
attached)

This letter is written for informational purposes only to notify you of two significant changes
regarding the abandonment filing as stated in the January 8 letter

1 The limits of the abandonment have been extended to MP 0.00 to MP 7.30, inclusive
2 As originally planned the proposed abandonment was to include the removal of rails and

ties The future buyer's plans have changed and there will be no rail, ties or other
track structures removed or relocated In the course of this abandonment.

A map of the new subject area is attached for your reference

Respectfully,

Susan L Odom
Manager Network Strategy

Attachments as stated

CC Karl Morell - Ball Janik LLP - kmorellfSbillp com
Knsty Clark - BNSF - knstv clarkflibnsf com
Jerry Johnson - BNSF - lerome iohnson@bnsf com



BNSF Network Dewtopnwit Fort Worth. Taxu 76131
lal 817-352-6432

May 30,2008 fax •"•**•«•«
emid Hisan odomObnif com

Gregory F Gross
Chief, Pacific Land Resources Program Center
U S National Park Service,
Pacific West Region
One Jackson Center
1111 Jackson Street, Suite 700
Oakland, CA 94607

Re1 STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 463X) - Abandonment Exemption
Mllepost 0.00 ID Mllepost 7.30 on BNSF Railway Company's Issaquah Spur (a.k.a
Redmond Spur) In King County, WA

Dear Mr Gress

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") notified U S National Park Service by tetter dated January 8,
2008 of its intent to file a Notice of Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB")
authority in the above-referenced docket to abandon a portion of its Issaquah (Redmond) Spur, in
King County, Washington We thank you for your reply dated January 25,2008 (copy attached)

This letter is written to inform you of two significant changes regarding the abandonment filing as
stated m the January 8 letter

1 The limits of the abandonment have been extended to MP 0.00 to MP 7.30, inclusive
2 As originally planned the proposed abandonment was to include the removal of rails

and ties The future buyer's plans have changed and there will be no rail, ties or
other track structures removed or relocated in the course of this abandonment

A map of the new subject area is attached for your reference to determine if there are any wildlife
sanctuaries or National or State parks or forests adjacent to or near the line If so, please state
what effects the proposed action may have on same

Please provide to me, at your earliest convenience, any revisions to your former assessment at
the address above Thank you again for your time and contnbution

Respectfully,

Susan L Odom
Manager Network Strategy

Attachments as stated

CC Karl Morell - Ball Janik LLP - kmorelkffibillD com
Knsty Clark - BNSF - knstv clarkffBbnsf com
Jerry Johnson - BNSF - lerome lohnsonflibnsf com



fiNSFAMHOTftDmtopmnf Fort Worth, Texat 76131
ta) B17-35Z-6432
fax 817-352-7154

May 30,2008 am'" """ "tan«linif com

Clifford J Villa
Assistant Regional Counsel
US EPA, Region 10
1200 Sixth Avenue
Seattle, WA 98101

Re; STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 463X) - Abandonment Exemption
Mllepost 0.00 to Mllepost 7.30 on BNSF Railway Company's Issaquah Spur (a k.a.
Redmond Spur) in King County, WA

Dear Mr Villa

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") notified U S EPA, Region 10 by letter dated January 8, 2006
of its intent to file a Notice of Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority
in the above-referenced docket to abandon a portion of its Issaquah (Redmond) Spur, in King
County, Washington To date, we have not received a reply

This letter is written to inform you of two significant changes regarding the abandonment filing as
stated in the January 6 letter and, once again, request your input

1 The limits of the abandonment have been extended to MP 0.00 to MP 7.30, inclusive
2 As originally planned the proposed abandonment was to include the removal of rails

and ties The future buyer's plans have changed and there will be no rail, ties or
other track structures removed or relocated In the course of this abandonment.
Consequently, BNSF anticipates the proposed abandonment should not
disturb more than one (1) acre of land.

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF must provide a response from your agency
stating whether or not this abandonment will be consistent with Federal, State or local water
quality standards and whether or not Section 402 and/or National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System ("NPDES") permits will be required A map of the new subject area is attached for your
reference

Please provide to me, at your earliest convenience, your assessment or comments at the address
above Thank you again for your time and contribution

Respectfully,

Susan L Odom
Manager Network Strategy

Attachments as stated

CC Karl Morell - Ball Janik LLP - kmorell(3>billp com
Knsty Clark - BNSF - knstv clarktatbnsf com
Jerry Johnson - BNSF - lerome iphnsonfltbnsf com



EXHIBIT E

[Historic Report follows]

]4 STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No 463X)



BEFORE THE

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY )

ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION ) DOCKET NO. AB-6

IN KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON ) (SUB-NO. 463X)

HISTORIC REPORT

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 Lou Mcnk Drive
PO. Box 96157
Fort Worth, TX 76161-0057

Kristy D. Clark
General Attorney
BNSF Railway Company
2500 Lou Menk Drive, AOB-3
Fort Worth, Texas 76131

Service Date August 11,2008



HISTORIC REPORT

(49C.F.R.8 1105.8)

The Historic Report should contain the information required by 1105.7(e)(l) of the
Environmental Report. The following is excerpted from the Environmental Report
prepared for the proposed abandonment:

(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other
structures that may be Involved, and any possible changes In current operations or
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed
action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project.

BNSF Railway Company C'BNSF') proposes to abandon the 7.30-mile rail line located

between Milepost 0.00, at Woodinville, and Milcpost 7.30, at Redmond, in King County,

Washington (the "Line") A map of the project area is attached as Exhibit A.

There has been no local freight traffic on the Line for more than two years The Spirit of

Washington dinner train, however, has operated over a portion of the Line between

Milepost 0.00 and Milepost 1 86 at the Columbia Winery until discontinuing service in

early 2008

The Line will not be salvaged The Port of Seattle ("Port") intends to purchase the Line

from BNSF with track and structures intact Possible future uses include trail use and

commuter rail service. To the best of BNSF's knowledge, the Port intends to allow King

County, Washington to railbank the Line and the Port will determine the remainder of

Line's ultimate use after seeking input from the public In addition the city of Redmond,

Washington has an interest in acquiring a portion of the Line to tie into their existing trail

system



HISTORIC REPORT

BNSF hired Archaeological Investigations Northwest, Inc. ("AINW") to conduct pedestrian

surveys of the Line proposed for abandonment. The first survey between milcpost 1.86 and

milepost 7 30 was completed in August 2007 The second survey between milepost 0 00 and

milepost 1.86 was completed in July 2008. Attached to this Historic Report as Exhibit B-l and

B-2 are the Historic Resource Inventory reports prepared as a result of the pedestrian surveys

performed in August 2007 and July 2008 (collectively, "Inventories"!. Original copies of the

Inventories with original photographs were forwarded to Washington's Department of History

and Archaeology upon completion

L A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently
detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action)
showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate
dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the
proposed action.

The required topographic maps included in the Inventories are attached to this Report as

Exhibits C-l and C-2. (Sources* Historic Resource Inventory of the BNSF King County

Abandonment Proiect. Washington. Figure 1, Sheet A, Historic Resource Inventory of Railway

MP 0.00 to 1 86 for the BNSF King County Abandonment Proiect. Washington. Figure 1 ).

2. A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, to the extent
known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding
area

The subject Line extends approximately 7 30 miles between Milepost 0 00 at

Woodmville and Milepost 7.30 at Redmond in King County, Washington The right-of-way is

generally 100 feet in width The Line begins in a busy commercial area in Woodmvillc,

traveling generally in a southeasterly direction, crossing the BNSF Woodmville Subdivision

mam line It continues through commercial and light industrial zones until it transects open

9 STB Docket AB-6 (Sub No 463X)



fields, trees and agricultural land between approximately milepost 1 80 and milepost 5. The

remainder of the Line is bordered by light industrial and commercial businesses until it

terminates at the start of Redmond's State Route 520 Bikepath.

There are no federally granted rights of way involved.

3. Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad
structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the immediately
surrounding area.

Please see the Historic Property Inventory Reports section of the Inventories Qualifying

structures include.

• Bridge over Sammamish River at milepost 6 2

• Screw converger located west of Woodmville wye

4. The date(s) of construction of the structure^), and the date(s) and extent of any major
alterations, to the extent such information is known.

• Bridge over Sammamish River - originally constructed in 1922 with no known

dates of major alterations

• Screw converger - construction date unknown

5. A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of
what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action.

The Line is part of the 63 3-mile long rail line constructed in 1887-1888 by the Seattle,

Lake Shore & Eastern Railway Company ("SLSE") The line extended from Seattle, north of
i

Lake Washington to Woodinville, then southeast through Redmond and Fall City. SLSE was

incorporated in April 1885 The line went into service in May 1888, and by December 1889, was

extended from Fall City to Sallal Prairie, despite the fact that SLSE was operating at a loss due to

a STB Docket AB-6 (Sub tfo463X)



high maintenance costs. By 1890, SLSE operated 156 miles of track, extending to the Canadian

border at Sumas.

In July 1891, SLSE became an operating subsidiary of the Northern Pacific Railroad

Company ("NP") and after falling victim to receivership SLSE was sold in 1896 to Seattle &

International Railway Company which was in turn purchased by NP in 1901. In 1970, NP

merged with Great Northern Railway Company, Pacific Coast Railroad Company and Chicago,

Burlington & Qumcy Railroad Company to become Burlington Northern Inc Burlington

Northern Inc changed its name to Burlington Northern Railroad Company ("BNRR") in 1981

BNRR merged with The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company in 1996 to become

The Burlington Northern and Santa Fc Railway Company, whose name changed to BNSF

Railway Company in January 2005

6. A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as engineering
drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be historic.

Documents in BNSF's possession concerning this abandonment may include alignment

maps showing the right-of-way and/or station maps These documents are too large for practical

reproduction in this report, but can be furnished upon request, if they are available

7. An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) as to
whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National Register
of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological
resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and
the basis for these opinions (including any consultations with the State Historic
Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities).

AINW recommends that the Line be eligible for listing on the National Register of

Historic Places with the historic bridges, rails, ties, switches, metal screw conveying system,

berms and alignments as contributing elements.

A STB Docket AB-6 (Sub A'o 46SX)



8. A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) of
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or Jill, environmental conditions
(naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of
resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic wastes), and the
surrounding terrain.

The Line was disturbed during original construction by cuts and fill and any

archaeological resources that may have been located in the proposed project area would have

been affected at that time Our records do not indicate any environmental conditions that might

affect the archaeological recovery of resources

9. Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer
may request the following additional information regarding specific non railroad
owned properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-
way: photographs of specified properties that can be readily seen from the railroad
right-of-way (or other public rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a written
description of any previously discovered archeological sites, identifying the location
and type of the site (Le. prehistoric or native American).

BNSF does not foresee the likelihood that any additional information will need to be

supplied in association with the proposed line abandonment other than the information

previously submitted. But, if any additional information is requested, BNSF will promptly

supply the necessary information.

STB Docket AB4 (Sub No463X)
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PROJECT:

TYPE:

LOCATION:

USGS QUAD:

CITIES:

COUNTY:

AREA
SURVEYED:

FINDINGS:

HISTORIC RESOURCE INVENTORY OF THE
BNSF KING COUNTY ABANDONMENT PROJECT,

WASHINGTON

BNSF King County Abandonment Project

Pedestrian Survey

Township 24 North, Range 5 East, Sections 4, 9, 16, 17, 20. 29, 31, and 32
Township 25 North, Range 5 East, Sections 2, 3, 5, 8, 11, 12, 17, 20, 21, 28,
and 33
Township 26 North, Range 5 East, Sections 9, 15, 16, 22, 27, 28, 32, 33, and 34
Willamette Meridian

Mercer Island, WA, 7.5'; Kirtdand, WA, 75', Redmond, WA, 7.5'

vicinities of Bellevue, Kirkland, and Redmond

King

38 kilometers (23 74 miles) along BNSP right-of-way m King County

Northern Pacific Railway, Lake Washington Beltlme - NRHP-eliglble
6 contributing bridges
Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railway - NRHP-ellglble
1 contributing bndge

FREPARBRS: Jason M Allen, M.A.

INTRODUCTION

Archaeological Investigations Northwest, Inc (AINW), has completed a historic
resources survey along three segments of Burlington Northern Santa PC (BNSF) railroads in
King County, Washington BNSP proposes to abandon these railroads, and remove the tracks
and ties BNSP proposes to leave the existing bridges in place, and relinquish ownership of
these alignments and bridges to King County for use as a bicycle/ pedestrian trail The Area of
Potential Effect (APE) for the present project includes all the area within the BNSP right-of-way
between mileposts 5 00 and 10.60 and between mileposts 11 25 and 23 9 on the former
Northern Pacific Lake Washington Beltlme route and between mileposts 1 86 and 7 30 on the
former Seattle, Lake Shore and Eastern rail line between Woodinville and Redmond

On July 9-11, 2007, AINW Architectural Historians Jason M Allen and Elizabeth J
O'Brien conducted a field survey of the project APE, giving special attention to the seven
bridges included within the project areas. When observed, other features dating to the historic
period were noted and photographed. On July 9,2007, Mr Allen and Ms O*Bnen conducted
documentary research at the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) in Olympia,
Washington, to determine if either of the railroads, or any railroad-related features within the
APE had been previously documented Only one feature, the Wilburton Trestle, located at MP

BNSP Abandonment Project
Archaeological Survey

August 8. 2007
AINW Report No 1965

-1-



115, has been previously documented. The Wilburton Trestle is listed in the National Register
of Historic Places (NRHP)

The three segments represent portions of two historic railroads AINW recommends
both railroads to be eligible for listing in the NRHP The three segments include a total of seven
railroad bridges, ranging in construction date from 1904 to 1960 All six bridges are
recommended to be contributing elements to the eligibility of the two railroads for listing in the
NRHP. Although one of the bridges does not yet meet the 50-year age criterion for listing in the
NRHP, it will satisfy that criterion in three years, and is recommended for inclusion as a
contributing resource. Specific findings are below, followed by conclusions and
recommendations

Northern Pacific Railway Company Lake Washington Boltllne
(MP 5 00 to MP 10 60 and MP 11.25 to MP 23 9)

The subject railroad consists of two segments, both of which are parts of Northern
Pacific Railroad Company's Lake Washington Belthne that extends from a junction near
Ren ton, Washington northward to a junction at Woodinville, Washington Within that
alignment there are two segments proposed for abandonment by the current owner, BNSF.
The railroad is a single-track railroad on a built-up rock berm that extends north along the
approximate route of 1-405, generally staying within approximately 0.75 miles of that highway,
until it reaches the I-405/NE 124th Street interchange, at which point it turns to the east and
proceeds to the west side of Sammamish Valley, at which point it turns north, following the
west side of Sammamish Valley until it reaches the junction at Woodinville The southern of
the two segments extends from milepost 5 00, in the community of Kennydale, to milepost
10.60, just north of the I-405/I-90 interchange The northern of the two segments begins at
milepost 11 25, near the community of Wilburton, and extends to milepost 23 9 at Woodinville
The segments include six historic period bridges/and or trestles, ranging In date of
construction from 1904 to 1960.

MP 6 1 Bridge over Mav Creek

The bridge over May Creek at Scopa was constructed in 1960 to replace the previous
bridge, also a 4-span pile structure. The present bridge is a 15-foot-high, 4-span, open pile
trestle structure with an overall length of 60 feet, carrying a single track There arc three
structural bent supports, each consisting of five creosoted timber post piles Two groupings of
three timber girders extend across trestle bents Metal flashing is used beneath the rail ties.
Broken-off timber posts of the previous bridge are present beneath the current structure. The
bridge has a planked pedestrian crossing with a steel cable railing supported by steel flange
posts along its east side

MP 9 1 Bridge over Coat Creek

The bridge over Coal Creek at Mile Post 9 1 is located east of the Newport Shores
residential community. The structure was constructed in 1950, replacing a previous bridge at
that location. It is a 38-foot-high, 9-span, open deck pile trestle structure with an overall
length of 133 feet, carrying a single track. The structural bents are composed of four rounded
timber posts and timber bracing members. A planked pedestrian crossing with a steel cable
guard rail is located along the east side of the bndge. The area is heavily treed and next to a
residential area developed in the late 1950s and 1960s

DNSP Abandonment Project August 8,2007
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MP 9 2 Bridge over Lake Washington Boulevard

The bridge over Lake Washington Boulevard is located east or the Newport Shores
residential community. It was constructed in 1916 and consists or a single-span, 43-foot-long
steel deck plate girder structure supported by two pourcd-concrete skewed abutments with
adjacent basalt rock retaining walls The deck is open with a single track. A metal label on the
bridge's west elevation was unreadable. On the west elevation of the bridge, "Northern Pacific"
is still visible, painted in large block lettering, although it is very worn, and only barely
readable The bridge is located immediately to the east of Newport Shores, a residential
development established in the late 1950s on the site of a former air landing strip

MP 11.5 Wilburton Crossing over Mercer Slough (Listed In NRHP1

The bndge over Mercer Slough, also known as the Wilburton Trestle, is a wood pile
trestle bndge measuring 977 feet long with 32 spans, 34 bents, and a maximum height of 102
feet. The bridge was originally constructed in 1904, and its framing has been replaced four
times over its lifespan (1913, 1924, 1933, and 1944) In 1972, when SB 8th Street (which
passes beneath the trestle) was widened, a steel plate girder span was installed, supported by
full-height concrete buttresses.

MP 17.1 Bridge over Kirkland Wav

The bridge over Kirkland Way is located in eastern Kirkland, southwest of the I-
405/Central Way interchange. Constructed.in 1927, the structure measures 43 feet in overall
length and 17 feet in height with a 39-foot-long single deck, plate girder span. The girders
appear to have been covered in a concrete spray The plate girder span rests on concrete
abutments, the southern of which carries the Northern Pacific logo painted on the west
elevation. The bridge carries a single track on a graveled bed, and railings composed of metal
flange posts and pipe roils line both sides The surrounding area is primarily residential with
some industrial buildings along the railroad including a warehouse and former canning factory
to the south.

MR 23.9 Bndee over Sam mam 13 h River

The bndge over the Sammamish River is located in Woodinville, to the south of NE
175th Street. Constructed in 1914, the structure 19 159 feet m overall length with a central 70-
foot-long through plate girder span with ballast covered pile trestles at each end. The bridge
has four open pile trestle spans at the east end and three open pile trestle spans at the west
end Modifications to the bridge include opening the east end for a pedestrian trail, and
reinforcement of the central piles with steel framing members to bear the load of the through
plate girder span

The subject segments of the Northern Pacific line from Ren ton to Woodinville Junction
are recommended to be eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion A through their
association with the development of railroads in the State of Washington and in the Puget
Sound region Additionally, this line is associated with the development of heavy industry in
the eastern Puget Sound region, as it was primarily constructed to deliver coal to the
developing steel plants in the area The two segments include six bridges, one of which is
already listed in the NRHP. The remaining five bndges are recommended as contributing
elements to the overall NRHP-eligibihty of the railroad.

The railroad bridges and trestles are the most sustaining and substantial structures
besides the alignments, grades and tracks The structures are obvious expressions of the
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engineering challenges faced by the pioneering construction engineers and workers. As such,
they are important contributing features to the significance of the railroad.

The type of bridge employed at a given location depended on the lay of the land, soil
composition, climate, load capacities, material availability and time constraints. Many of the
railroad bridges in the Pacific Northwest, because of the ready availability of timber, were
constructed of wood, most commonly timber trestles in the late nineteenth and twentieth
centuries and as late as the 1930s (Soderberg 1980 12) The Wilburton Trestle, located at
milepost 115 spanning Mercer Slough, has been singled out as one the most outstanding
examples of a timber trestle in the state of Washington due in part to its rarity because of the
declining numbers (Soderberg 1980 10) Other timber trestles on this railroad line are
diminutive in comparison to the Wilburton Trestle. The timber trestle bridges are typically of
more recent construction due to the relatively short llfespan of wooden framing members.
Bridges composed of timbers were regularly rebuilt and decaying timbers replaced This
occurred more frequently in the earliest years, when untreated timbers with a life expectancy of
10 to 15 years were used (Soderberg 1980 11).

The badges not constructed of timber, were commonly constructed of steel Common
types of steel structures included steel trusses and riveted steel plate types. The nveted steel
plate girder type bridges were found at several locations within the subject railroad segments.
The steel plate members and other components were typically prefabricated and transported by
railcar, but by this time could also be constructed onsite due to the advances in riveting
technology which allowed for onsite fabrication.

The two subject segments the Northern Pacific (now BNSF) railroad were built in 1891
as a spur line connecting the Kirkland and Bellevue areas with a major Northern Pacific line at
Renton. During the early years of operation, this line was primarily used to transport coal and
iron from mines located in the hills to the east of the Pugct Sound to developing industrial
plants, especially the steel mill at Kirkland, established by Peter Kirk (Stewart 1978).

As the Pugct Sound economy expanded branches of the railroad webbed out from the
commercial centers of Puget Sound extending to developing markets and emerging areas of
natural resources The eastern shore of Lake Washington was home to milling operations of
lumber, and coal tar products. Industrialists such as William Renton and Peter Kirk platted
cities along Lake Washington's shoreline and engaged with railroad companies to bring spur
lines lo the plants they built. Northern Pacific's Lake Washington Beltlme railroad was graded
by 1891 from Kirkland to Renton (Grant 1891-314-315)

Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railway
(MP 1 86toMP730)

This segment of the BNSF railroad extends from a previously abandoned segment at
milepost 7 30 (southeast of Redmond, Washington), across the Sommamish River, and along
the western side of the Sammamish Valley, north to where the railroad crosses Washington
State Highway 202 (milepost 1 86) The railroad remains intact north of milepost 1 86, at least
as far as Woodmvillc Junction, but BNSP has limited the current abandonment work to the
above-defined segment (MP 1 86 to MP 7 30). The railroad is carried over the Sammamish
River on an open pile trestle bridge at milepost 6.2, considered to be a contributing feature to
this NRHP-ehgible railroad segment This segment is a single-track railroad on a raised gravel
berm
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MP 6 2 Bridge over Sammamish River

At the crossing of the Sammamish River (MP 6.2), the railroad is carried on a 220-foot-
long, 5-span, open pile trestle bridge with a central 70-foot-long steel deck plate girder span
This bridge, built in 1922. crosses the river at an overall height of 32 feet above the surface of
the Sammamish River. The trestle bridge is supported at both ends by wooden embankments
set into the built-up berm. The bridge has a planked pedestrian walkway on the south side,
extending alongside the tracks, with flange metal posts strung with steel cable. The bridge
appears to have been burned, and has some superficial burn damage on the east side of the
river. This railroad segment has not carried rail traffic for some time, though the rails and ties
remain in place

The railroad segment is a part of the 63.3-mile long rail line constructed in 1887-1888
by the Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railway Company. The line extended from Seattle, north
of Lake Washington to Woodlnville, then southeast through Redmond and Fall City This
railroad segment is recommended to be eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion A for its
role In the development of railroads in the Pacific Northwest, the State of Washington, and the
Puget Sound area The Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railway also played a significant part in
the development of Seattle as a major Pacific Northwest railroad hub, in competition with the.
Tacoma terminus of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company. Although the railroad was
eventually purchased by the Northern Pacific, the Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railway was
organized and created by local Seattle interests, and played a major part in the development of
Seattle as a rival to, and eventually dominant neighbor of Tacoma.

The Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railway Company was incorporated in April 1885
Organized by Seattle businessmen Thomas Burke and Daniel Oilman, and supported by other
local Seattle businessmen and citizens, the formation of the railroad was driven by an effort to
create a direct rail link with eastern Washington and beyond (Armbruster 1999 122).
Originally intended to extend east from Seattle, through Snoqualmie Pass, to Spokane, the
company filed supplementary articles of incorporation in 1886, declaring Its intention to extend
its route to Dead wood, Dakota Territory (now In South Dakota) (Cheever 1948 169-170)
Although these plans would never be fully implemented, the company began construction of its
line between Seattle and Sallal Prairie in 1887

The line went into service between Seattle and Pall City in May 1888, and by December
1889, the line was extended from Fall City to Sallal Prairie Already, however, the Seattle, Lake
Shore & Eastern was operating at a loss due to high maintenance costs. In addition,
difficulties with the associated construction branch of the corporation led to the filing of a
motion to place the line into receivership after the construction company was found to be in
default of bonds it had issued to cover the expenses of construction in the Spokane area
Although the suit was eventually thrown out, the power behind the motion, the Northern
Pacific Railroad Company (which had since the outset been opposed to the development of the
Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern), continued its efforts to eliminate the Seattle, Lake Shore and
Eastern as a competitor, buying up stock in the company in a behind-the-scenes effort to gain
control of it if it couldn't kill it entirely (Armbruster 1999:135-136)

By 1890, the Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railway operated 156 miles of track,
extending to the Canadian border at Sumaa The following year, with financial tensions
mounting, large blocks of shareholders began selling their holdings in the Seattle, Lake Shore
& Eastern Railway to the Northern Pacific In July, 1891, the Seattle, Lake Shore 65 Eastern
Railway became an operating subsidiary of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company In 1893,
the Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railway became a victim of the Great Panic of 1893, a
nationwide market reaction to overspeculation in companies that had to that point failed to
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show profit (Armbruster 1999.137-138) That year, the Seattle. Lake Shore & Eastern Railway
was placed in receivership, and in 1896 was sold as a foreclosure The company's holdings
were sold to two companies Trackage in eastern Washington was sold to the Spokane &
Seattle Railway, while the trackage in western Washington (including the subject segments)
was sold to the newly formed Seattle & International Railway Company (Robertson 1995.265-
267).

The Seattle and International Railway Company was incorporated in 1896 by interests
associated with the Northern Pacific Railway Company for the purpose of acqumng the western
Washington holdings of the Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railway Company, including all of
its 166 miles of track Between 1898 and 1903, the Northern Pacific expanded as the Pacific
Northwest, and especially the Seattle area boomed after the discovery of gold in Alaska. As a
part of this flurry of purchases, the Northern Pacific Railway Company formally purchased the
Seattle and International Railway in 1901 (Cheever 1948:171, Armbruster 1999'158).

The Northern Pacific Railroad Company, incorporated in 1864, was sold under
foreclosure to the Northern Pacific Railway Company in 1896, incorporated that year under
Henry Villard for that purpose (Robertson 1991 332) The Northern Pacific Railway Company
operated and maintained the line from 1901 until 1970, when the Northern Pacific Railway
Company merged with several other-railroads to form the Burlington Northern Railroad.
Dunng that time (in 1922), the bndge located at milepost 6 2 was built, replacing an earlier
bridge at that location built by the Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railway Company. In 1995,
the Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad merged with the Burlington Northern to form the
Burlington Northern & Santa Fe Railroad Company (BNSF 2007).

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

AINW recommends that both of the subject railroads are eligible for listing in the NRHP,
and that the bridges are considered to be contributing features to the eligible railroads In
addition, the rails, ties, switches, berms, and alignments are also considered to be contributing
features Removal or alteration of any of these features should be coordinated in consultation
with the SHPO, which may view removal or alteration as adverse effects to the overall eligible
resource In the event that this is found to be the case, mitigation of these adverse effects
should be negotiated with the SHPO. Mitigation measures may Include photodocumentation,
HABS/HAER level documentation, or installation of interpretive signage along the path, should
one be constructed along the former railroad alignment Contributing features which may not
need to be removed, including bridges (to be left in place under the current project plan) should
be preserved to help in maintaining the historical railroad associations
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HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY REPORTS



a
S

i

&

1

* oi cs Q

*lll•a uu UJ u
'£ «-l iMI «M

a 3 & 8 is
^' C C B B

. I § 3 S
I 81 ff J ff
N CO « <0 »

IB

g

3
Z >

i *

1
8
I

•o
5
fr

IIa a

inaa
2

UJ
Sa
2

Ul
8

I

31 I Jl

ufl
LLa

UJ

3ain
P

U

3ain
P

Ul
in
aa:

S
UJt

S

UJ
U)

S
£1a
DC

S

ug
in
P

ID

%



u "jz

3aa
CO

U M U Ju lz

lUI UIt llJI UII IlJl lll UJI IUI UII UJI lU



i
I

aH

I
t

u

2

5 i | I
* I 1 Ia 5 a fi

I

Z:



£ ia**
£11
i s£
|s.l±2*0.

Si?

**

8
_ = g5cS
0.2
v'b •o*aag — -H"
«!> i E a S s S f r
|| filial
1* llllil!!i i||!l!l

-H

IP Hi^Sili1-c i s * •§ I ciiltsilassi-ii
e fiaS 8S 5
|S-llSl8sjsiiii

o c s
w aft

S o

O M t
C M

i||
E a 8
£i?
^ES .
|SS£ I
£«£*? I

IIP
^3&i

21^^^ E e Q
- t " ** S a -B

1IHI
25****11iif^s15^l^i^itiS

•5 =

i si
^ *

I

I!M
iM!4 S §5

u

99*-" • 0 *

0 ™ x c •* S g
£ e S • frg-n

"Mill!
IHH*|
l^c^ili S
•M=E^f s
2"?l»-lSsfig"iH
^•E BT* -:*» M „ — ao -a



i

2:
c

c

1
I

I

I

U)

•5



I
1

I

&<!
E

o
£



1

1
i
ul

1
!

I
i

I

I!$ i
li



<D
C
S

i
•81
jo I

2
i

I
i
G

a
E

> a.

I

I

i
i

I
B

I

o

! IIII J



>* Bridge at
Mllepost 23.9 $3

Bridge at
Milepost17.1

Bridge at Mllepost 11.5
SEATTLE. WASHINGTON

47122-E1-TB-100

1992

(Wliburton Trestle-
NRHP-Llsted)

Figure 1. Northern Pacific Railway location (now BNSF), Sheet A
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HISTORIC RESOURCE INVENTORY OF
RAILWAY MP 0.00 to 1.86 FOR THE

BNSF ICING COUNTY ABANDONMENT PROJECT,
WASHINGTON

ADDENDUM REPORT

PROJECT: BNSF King County Abandonment Project

TYPE: Pedestrian Survey

LOCATION: Township 26 North, Range 5 East, Sections 9, 15, and 16, Willamette Meridian

USOS QUAD: Belleuue North, WA, 7 5-minute, 1982,
Bothell, WA, 7 5-mmute, 1953, photorevised 1981

CITIES: Vicinity of Woodmville, Washington

COUNTY: King

AREA
SURVEYED: 2 99 kilometers (1.86 miles) along BNSF nght-of-way in King County

FINDINGS: The segment of Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railway within the project area is
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places

PREPARERS: Elizabeth O'Bnen, B Architecture

INTRODUCTION

Archaeological Investigations Northwest, Inc (AINW), has completed a historic
resources survey on a segment of the BNSF Railway Company (BNSF) rail line in King County,
Washington This report is an addendum to a previous BNSF survey on the same alignment
that was completed by AINW in 2007 (Allen 2007) BNSF proposes to relinquish ownership of
several railroad alignments to Port of Seattle A portion of the alignments will then be
railbanked to King County for use as bicycle/pedestrian trails The BNSF railroad sections will
be abandoned but all tracks and ties will remain in place The Area of Potential Effect (APE) for
the present project includes all the area within the BNSF nght-of-way between mileposts (MP)
0 00 and 1 86 The rail line is the former Seattle, Lake Shore and Eastern Railway between
Woodmville and Redmond, and is locally known as the Redmond Spur

On July 10, 2008, AINW architectural historian Elizabeth J O'Bnen conducted a field
survey of the project APE. Railroad features that dated to the historic penod were noted and
photographed Documentary research was conducted at the State Historic Preservation Office
(SHPO) in Olympia, Washington, to determine if the railroad or any railroad-related features
within the APE have been previously documented No features within the current study area
were previously documented The railway segment represents an extended portion of the line
that was previously recorded by AINW in 2007 and was recommended to be eligible for listing
in the NRHP A Washington State Historic Property Inventory form for the current railway
segment is included in the Appendix of this report
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Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railway
(MP 0 00 to MP 1 86)

The recorded segment of the BNSF Railway (MP 0 00 to MP 1 86) extends to the
northwest from the segment that was documented by AINW in 2007 (MP 1 86 to MP 7 30) The
current study segment begins at MP 0 00 at Woodmville Junction, at the northwest corner of
the WoodinvJle Wye, approximately 364 meters (m) (1,200 feet [ft]) northwest of NE 175th

Street This segment continues to the southeast where it terminates at MP 1 86 at Washington
State Highway 202 (NE 145th Street) The recorded railroad segment remains intact The
standard gauge single-track railroad is on a raised gravel berm that vanes in height up to 1 2
to 1 5 m (4 to 5 ft)

At the start of the segment, remnants of siding tracks consisting of rail and ties are
located on both sides of the track Also at the Stan of the segment are a Racor 22p low switch
stand and a metal screw conveyor system that bisects the berm and lies under the track The
segment continues to the southeast crossing NE 175th Street m a commercial area, and crosses
the BNSF Woodmville Subdivision tracks This segment then parallels Woodmville Redmond
Road where it passes through an area of modern commercial/light industrial buildings located
on a lower terrace of the Sammamish River's south bank A senes of private crossings over the
railroad tracks provide access from Woodmville Redmond Road to these businesses Three tile
pipes provide drainage in this area The rail segment leaves the open commercial/business
area and continues through a corridor of trees and undergrowth Columbia Winery is to the
west, where an asphalt-paved walkway /loading area abuts the tracks The Redhook Brewery
development is on the opposite side to the east, both operations are located at the segment
terminus at MP 1.85 at Washington State Highway 202 (NE 145th Street)

The recorded railroad segment is pan of the 101 3-kilometer (km) (63 3-mile [mi]) long
rail line constructed in 1887-1888 by the Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railway Company
The line extended from Seattle, north of Lake Washington to Woodmville, then southeast
through Redmond and Fall City The railroad segment is recommended to be eligible for listing
in the NRHP under Criterion A for its role in the development of railroads in the Pacific
Northwest, the State of Washington, and the Puget Sound area The Seattle, Lake Shore &
Eastern Railway also played a significant role in the development of Seattle as a major Pacific
Northwest railroad hub, in competition with the Tacoma terminus of the Northern Pacific
Railroad Company Although the railroad was eventually purchased by the Northern Pacific,
the Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railway was organized and created by local Seattle interests,
and played a major part in the development of Seattle as a rival to, and eventually dominant
neighbor of, Tacoma

The Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railway Company was incorporated in April 1885
and organized by Seattle businessmen Thomas Burke and Daniel Oilman The railway was
supported by other local Seattle businessmen and citizens The formation of the railway was
dnven by an effort to create a direct rail link with eastern Washington and beyond (Armbruster
1999 122) A bne was constructed from Seattle to Sallal in 1887, and was in service to Fall
City by May 1888 and to Sallal Praine by 1889

Almost from the start the railroad experienced financial difficulties due to high
maintenance costs The Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railway became an operating
subsidiary of the Northern Pacific Railroad Company in July, 1891, but became a victim of the
Great Panic of 1893 (Armbruster 1999 137-138) That year, the Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern
Railway was placed in receivership, and in 1896 was sold in foreclosure The company's
holdings were sold to two companies The western Washington trackage (including the subject
segment) was sold to the newly established Seattle & International Railway Company In 1901,
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the railway was sold to Northern Pacific and became known as the Seattle Division (Robertson
1995 265-267, Armbruster 1999 138-140)

The Northern Pacific Railway Company operated and maintained the line from 1901
until 1970, when the Northern Pacific Railway Company merged with several other railroads to
form the Burlington Northern Railroad Dunng that time (in 1922), the rail line was known as
the Snoqualmie Branch to Sallal In 1995, the Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad merged
with the Burlington Northern to form The Burlington Northern & Santa Fe Railway Company
whose name was changed in 2005 to BNSF Railway Company (BNSF 2007)

Woodinville

The Woodinville community directly benefited from the opening of the railroad The
community had long served as a transportation crossroads for the prevailing modes of
transport, including nverboat, stage, and railroad travel The first known pioneers to settle in
the vicinity were Susan and Ira Woodm in 1871, who brought their possessions from Seattle
via a rowboat and scow along Lake Washington and the Squak Slough, later named
Sammamish River A community formed as others came to the Woodms' settlement and it
flourished when the Seattle, Lake Shore Eastern Railway reached Woodinville in 1887 Many
people created a living by logging their land and transporting the logs by nver to the mills
Stump farms were transformed into large agricultural plots used for dairying and vegetable
farms A commercial center formed near the railroad tracks at the crossing of the Sammamish
River Several commercial buildings were built on pibngs near the railroad platform, including
the Woodin-Sanders Store in 1888 (Edwards 1993, Woodmville Heritage Society 2005 1-5)

Mary B Neilsen Jaderholm platted the Town of Woodinville in 1890 and a railroad
station was constructed several years later (circa 1893) In the early twentieth century, large
hobby farms were established by wealthy businessmen that drew weekend visitors traveling by
train The Hollywood Farm (1910-1911), located outside the project area, had its own siding
for shipping goods from its greenhouses. Commercial and residential plots formed on the west
side of the Sammamish River near the railroad, but the community retained its agricultural
focus into the mid-twentieth century (Edwards 1993, Woodinville Heritage Society 2005 1-5)

Access to Woodinville was increased by the opening of 1-405 in the 1960s, which
brought more people and land developers The Hollywood Farm became home to the Ste.
Michelle Vinters Winery in the 1970s, and other wineries and a brewery have been established
near the railroad corridor Woodinville incorporated in 1993 Today, most of the railroad
segment is adjacent to light industrial buildings

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

AINW recommends that the BNSF Redmond Spur Railway segment is eligible for listing
in the NRHP A Washington State Histonc Property Inventory form that evaluates the railway
segment is included in the Appendix The rails, ties, switch, metal screw conveying system,
berms, and alignments are considered to be contributing features to the significance of the
historic resource The segment is significant as an extension of the previously recorded
segment of the same alignment (Allen 2007)

Removal or alteration of any of these railway features recorded as the histonc resource
should be coordinated in consultation with the SHPO, which may view removal or alteration as
adverse effects to the overall eligible resource In the event that this is found to be the case,
mitigation of these adverse effects should be negotiated with the SHPO Mitigation measures
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may include photodocumentation, HABS/HAER level documentation, or installation of
interpretive signage along the proposed recreational trail
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Seattle, Lake Shore
& Eastern Railway
(nowBNSF)

WASHINGTON
47122-E1-TB-100

Figure 1 Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railway (now BNSF) location



APPENDIX

HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM



I
•SJ
5
c

*
.0
iik.
0
i
c

«

Ĵ

r̂?QC
S
2*fl
ffl
I
CO

&

1
S•ac
CO-J
•S
33
?01

CO

ic
 P

ro
p
e
rty

iw
X

ry
 R

e
p
o
rt
 f
o
r

£

1•••

&
§
CO

0
n
Z
co
E
E
S

o
X
a.
i
<
O

a.

cv^ j*
A <t
S S
5 S
a «

«0
o UJ
Z "O
a c
- (0
«TI g>
0 0£ s**J

5

O
iV

 S
E

C
T
IO

N
 }

am
e 

S
ea

ttl
e.

 L
at

nq 1-j i

X

o:
c
UJ

> §j §1 u
"j i ̂  ̂H 9 «fl 03IT °a M CMUJ S M 1 En
cc î
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EXHIBIT C-1

Beginning MilBpo8t1

Seattle. Lake Shore
& Eastern Railway
(nowBNSF)

Ending Mllepost 7 30

WASHINGTON

L?Ueitmn iiwiivi4irjv>i IJTHI H* — / /i»/-_»—i«

Figure 3 Seattle, Lake Shore 6s Eastern Railway (now BNSF) location.



EXHIBIT C-2

Seattle, Lake Shore
& Eastern Railway
(now BNSF)

WASHINGTON
47122fl-TB-100

1992

Figure 1 Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railway (now BNSF) location


